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U.S. Congress Writes to Mubarak About Coptic Killings

We write today to express our grave concern regardi ng numerous
reports that have emerged of six Coptic Christians and one Muslim
security guard who were tragically killed following a Christmas Eve
service in the town of Naga Hamady in Qena province , Egypt. Initial
press accounts indicate that a gunman accompanied b y two others
drove by the church opening fire on the worshipers as they exited the
service. Additional reports indicate that thousands of mourners in Naga
Hamady that turned out to show their support for th e victims' families at
the funeral were sprayed with tear gas by governmen  t security forces.
We call upon you to urge the judicious use of force by government
security forces during this difficult time and to e nsure that the three
perpetrators that have voluntarily turned themselve s in to authorities are
properly prosecuted

Unfortunately, this recent incident is indicative o f a systematic pattern of
violence against Egypt’s Coptic Christian populatio n

As you know, Coptic Christians comprise approximate ly 10 percent of
Egypt’s 80 million population and are an integral p art of Egyptian
society. We urge you to better protect the Coptic C  hristian community
by properly investigating and prosecuting perpetrat ors of violence
against Coptic Christians, providing compensation f or victims of
violence, and ensuring the protection and preservat ion of Coptic places
of worship. The State Department’s 2009 Internation  al Religious
Freedom report states that the Egyptian government’ S respect for
religious freedom “declined somewhat during the rep orting period d on
failure to investigate and prosecute perpetrators o f increased incidents
of sectarian violence ”

The United States Congress continues to increase ec  onomic assistance
to Egypt and has recently created an endowmentto“  further the shared
interests of Egypt and the United States.” As membe  rs of the U.S.
Congress, we see the protection of the Coptic Chris  tian community as a
“shared interest” and strongly urge you to reverse Egypt’s trend of
failing to properly investigate and prosecute incid ents of violence
against Coptic Christians

We also call upon your government to address ongoin g discriminatory
practices affecting the Coptic community, including the difficulty in
building and repairing churches, poor representatio nin certain
government bodies, and security harassment of conve rts.Expressions
of religious intolerance, which are occurring in Eg ypt with alarming
frequency, are cause for worldwide concern

We urge the Egyptian government to obviate such inc idents by ensuring
the equal protection of the law and equal rights fo r all citizens and by
taking swift and effective action to prosecute any such incidents that
occur

Thank you for your attention to this important matt er

Sincerely

Sen. Sam Brownback

Rep. Frank R. Wolf

Sen. Ron Wyden

Rep. lleana Ros-Lehtinen




. James M. Inhofe

. Dan Burton

. Christopher H. Smith
. Bob Inglis

. Joseph R. Pitts

. James P. McGovern
. Anh “Joseph” Cao

. Donald A. Manzullo
. Todd W. Akin

. Gus M. Bilirakis

. Barney Frank

. Jan Schakowsky




